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The population of the United States

is not distributed evenly. Instead, we tend Po pulation

to bunch up in communities, leaving the
spaces in between more sparsely inhab-
ited. Most Americans live in or near cities;
today 53 percent live in the 20 largest
cities. 75 percent of all Americans live in

metropolitan areas.

This map shows population density. The Go West. Nevada is the Wyoming has the lowest What happens in the empty Chicago, the country’s
relative height of each major city reflects fastest growing state, fol- population density of all spaces? Some of it is farm- third largest city, has a pop-
its population in 1990. lowed by Arizona, Idaho, states in the lower 48 with ing country. More than one ulation of about three million
Source: U, Cansus Bursau o Seattle Colorado, and Utah. an average of five people quarter of America's crop land people. There are 21 states

Approximately one in nine
Americans lives in the nation's
most populous state—California.
More than 15 million people live
in the Los Angeles, Riverside, and
Orange County metropolitan area.

Distributing our population
evenly would put an average of 76
people per square mile.

Distribution
Where do we live?
Where don’t we live?

per square mile. is used to grow com. One with populations smaller than
third of what is produced is this city.

exported to other countries.

Largest metropolitan area
» Chicago includes New York City and portions
of New Jersey and Long Island with
a total population of 20 million.

o Cleveland < Buffalo
lington

Population density is high-
estin New York City, where
there are 23,000 people per
square mile.

iah

Wacksonville

« Daytona Beach

Fort Lauderdale

iami
Wet. Some states are full of water.

For example, Louisiana includes
more than 8,000 square miles of
lakes and wetlands. That's an area
bigger than Connecticut and Rhode
Island combined.

Coastal areas are home to more
than half the U.S. population.

New Jersey is the most densely Alaska is a sparsely populated state
populated state with an average with an average of one person per
of more than 1,000 people per square mile.

square mile.



Color image of the U.S.A. at night from 199G showing Metro areas
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Millions of Federal Acres
2 ABLM: 253 Million
A USDA FS: 193 Million
A FWS NWRS: 150 Million
ANPS: 392 units, 84.4 Million
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Private Landowners Are the Future

71% of U.S. land is in private ownership today

A Over 10.4 million individuals, partnerships and corporations manage over
264 million acres of private forestland.

A Over 938 million acres are cropland, pastureland, and rangeland owned and
managed by over 2.1 million farmers and ranchers.

A The care of 50% of our land is in

3 & Forest Ownership in the Coterminous United States, 2006

the hands of less than 2% of our e Z
citizens , primarily ranchers, ;f" i
farmers, and forest owners. (Best, /,_/{',f?’ }\ |
Wayburn , 2001) foscs i .
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A Individual landowners steward 70% {z T

of our wetlands and over 75% of &\ it
our endangered species habitats. ; '

b g {
(Best, Wayburn , 2001)

A National forests are the largest b

Federal ownership, making up 19%
of U.S. timberland but accounting

for only 2% percent of timber
harvest in 2001.
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Private Landowners Are the Future

92% of private forest owners were classified as family forest owners that
own 62% of the private forest land in the US

A

A 42% of all the forest land in the coterminous US is owned by families
and individuals

A An estimated 11 million forest owners collectively control 56% of the
forest land

A

818,000 farms owning a total of 76 million acres of woodland in 2002
(NASS 2004)
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A Most family forest owners, 92%, P r\‘ P55 Yoars O and Ovor: 2002
make the management decisions ol
for their forestland themselves =

A Two out of every 5 acres of family
forest land are owned by absentee
owners

A One in 5 acres of forest land is owned
by someone who is at least 75 years
of age

A 19% of family forest owners are
between 65 -74 and 15% are >75
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2008 Election results by CountyRed=Republican, Blue=Democrat



Demographics of Landowners

Average age of farm owners in 2007 was 57.3, and the age trend is increasing
(2007 Census of Agriculture)

In 2006 an estimated 34% of forest landowners are over the age of 65 , 62%
are over 54 . (National Woodland Owner Survey 2006)

As a result more than half of the

~ ranches in the West will be transferred

to a younger generation , who will have
to pay estate taxes on vast holdings, or
more likely sold to buyers, who will
want a better return on their
investments than farming or ranching

can provide.
(Rockwood Research, an agricultural research firm)

45% of America's family forests are owned by individuals over 65 years of age.
During the next two decades, the U.S. will witness the largest intergenerational

transfer of private forest lands in its history
(Pinchot Institute for Conservation)
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F e d o ral Lan d h O I d N g Qhe traditional approach to conservation
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Federal Government Is Not Growing
the Conservation Business

Managing larger areas requires more cooperation, or partnerships.

A The Federal Operation & Maintenance backlog for Interior and Agriculture (Forest
Service) exceeds $25 Billion

Alncreased costs related to national security, wildfires ( $7.98 billion in the last 5
years ) and natural disaster cleanup are contributing to budget troubles for the
National Park Service and all federal land management agencies. (msnbc.com
4/27/04)

A Concerns about further acquisition of privately owned land by the federal
government (particularly the effect on property tax rolls) have grown, and FD
Roosevelt delivery system of most existing federal program services has become

ineffective.

A Today for every dollar of federal funding allocated fifty cents is borrowed

s ., }. i B
i‘;:;.fR_ESOURCES First Foundartion ;

X Private Sector Solutions for the Environment



Federal Government Is Not Growing
the Conservation Business

Increased costs related to national
security, wildfires ($2 billion annually)
and natural disaster cleanup are
contributing to budget troubles for the
National Park Service and all federal land
management agencies.  (msnbc.com 4/27/04)

Total Suppression Obligations
Adjusted Obligation;

200C $1,784,382,00
2001 $1,177,994,00
2002 $2,037,261,00
2003 $1,581,611,00
2004 $1,170,276,00
2005 $1,106,831,00
2006 $2,096,086,00
2007 $1,967,706,00
2008 $1,830,674,00
200¢ $1,236,747,00

Total $15,989,568,00

EsOURCES First Foundation .
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Cost of Forest Fire Suppression Exceeds Entire Forest Service Buc
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CALIFORNIA
Environmentalists SueU.S To Block Logging

Environmentalists are suing the U.S. Forest Serviceto try to block logging at Lake Tahoethat the agency
saysis neededto help guard againstanother wildfire like the one that destroyed 250 homesthree years
ago.

In addition to removing downed logs that hamper firefighting efforts, the Forest Servicesaysthe Angora
project will help speedregeneration of the forest and restore wildlife habitat acrossabout half of the
3,000 acresthat burned on the southwestedgeof SouthLake Tahoe,Calif,, in June2007.

But the Earth Island Institute and Centerfor Biological Diversity say the logging would do more harm
than good.

They saythe project would do little to reduce fire threats but would disrupt the natural regeneration of
the forest and eliminate about 70% of the last suitable habitat for the rare black-backed woodpecker
acrossthe entire 230 squaremiles of the national forest surrounding Lake Tahoe

Forest Service spokeswoman ChevaHeck said she couldn't comment on ongoing litigation but noted
that in October the agencyrejected the same arguments raised in administrative appealsfiled by the
groups.

? AssociatedPress14 Feb2011
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Into the Intellectual Wilderness. Forest Report itself is evidence that
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California: Scientist A

« An Interior Department reportrele

scientist at Point Reyes ]
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Felicity Barringer - New York Times



Where are the Resources?

Most Conservation Areas

Mast Conservation Areas Are on
% A at High Elevations

the Least Productive Soils
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The legacy of ad hoc conservation efforts in the U.S....... . FIGURE 4
is a portfolio of protected areas thatisighted hlirpisansridipe ot ks oubhe sl

towardshigh elevatiorand thdeast productive lands

A financial manager would advise that such an
unbalanced portfolio places an investor at

considerable risk (figures 1 & 2). Creating a diverse
system of conservation areas in the U.S. is not a ne
idea. However, at no time has there been a national
mandate to systematically protect representative are
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